
isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedCPA,CIFA,CICT,CPS,ATD,College,HighSchoolNotes0714497530

DOLL'SHOUSEEXTRACTSANDANSWERS

SAMPLEANDPRACTICEEXTRACTS

SAMPLEEXTRACTS

Sampleextract1

Nora: Ididn’tfinditdull.

Helmer: (smilling)Buttherewaspreciouslittleresult,Nora.

Nora: Oh,youshouldn’tteasemeaboutthatagain.How couldI

helpthecat’sgoinginandtearingeverythingtopieces?

Helmer: Ofcourseyoucouldn’t,poorlittlegirl.Youhadthebestof

intentionstopleaseusall,andthat’sthemainthing.Butitis

agoodthingthatourhardtimesareover.

Nora: Yes,itisreallywonderful.

Helmer: ThistimeIneedn’tsithereandbedullallalone,andyou

needn’truinyourdeareyesandyourprettylittlehands-

Nora: (clappingherhands)No,Tovald,Ineedn’tanylonger,needI!

It’swonderfullylovelytohearyousayso!(takinghisarm)

Now Iwilltellyouhow Ihavebeenthinkingweoughtto

arrangethings,Torvald.AssoonasChristmasisover-(Abell

ringsinthehall.)There’sthebell.(Shetidiestheroom a

little.)There’ssomeoneatthedoor.Whatanuisance!

Helmer: Ifitisacaller,rememberIam notathome.

Maid: (inthedoorway)Aladytoseeyou,ma’am,--astranger.

Nora: Askhertocomein.

Maid: (toHelmer)Thedoctorcameatthesametime,sir.



isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedCPA,CIFA,CICT,CPS,ATD,College,HighSchoolNotes0714497530

Helmer: Didhegostraightintomyroom?

Maid: Yes,sir.

Questions

1.WhatdoesNorarefertoinheropeningwordsinthisextract? (2
marks)

2.Whathashappenedthathasmadethecouplehappy? (2
marks)

3.Discusstwothemesevidentinthisextract. (4marks)

4.“There’ssomeoneatthedoor.”Addaquestiontag (1mark)

5.AladyhascometoseeNoraasreportedbythemaid.Whoisthisladyandhowdoes
hercomingaffecttheHelmersfrom therestoftheplay.Writeyouranswerinnoteform.
(6marks)

6.Discussoneaspectofstyleinthisextract. (2marks)

7.Brieflyexplainwhathappensafterthisextract. (4
marks)

8Explainthemeaningofthefollowingexpressionsasusedintheexcerpt.
(4marks)

i)Tease

ii)Dull

iii)Nuisance

iv)Acaller

Sampleextract2

Nora: Oh,yes,thatone;butthisisanother.Iorderedit.Torvaldmustn’t
knowaboutit.

Rank: Oho!Thenthatwasthegreatsecret.

Nora: Ofcourse.Justgointohim;heissittingintheinnerroom.Keep
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him aslongas-

Rank: Makeyourmind easy;Iwon’tlethim escape.(Goesinto the
HELMER’Sroom)

Nora: (totheMAID)Andheisstandingwaitinginthekitchen?

Maid: Yes;hecameupthebackstairs.

Nora: Butdidn’tyoutellhim noonewasin?

Maid: Yes,butitwasnogood.

Nora: Hewon’tgoaway?

Maid: No;hesayshewon’tuntilhehasseenyou,ma’am.

Nora: Well,lethim comein-butquietly.Helen,youmustn’tsayanything
aboutittoanyone.Itisasurprisetomyhusband.

Maid: Yes,ma’am,Iquiteunderstand.(Exit.)

Nora: Thisdreadfulthingisgoingtohappen!Itwillhappeninspiteofme!
No,no,no,itcan’thappen-itshan’thappen!

Questions.

1.Placethisexcerptinitsimmediatecontext. (4marks)

2.Whatdoes“it”refertoandwhatdoesitrevealaboutthecharacterofNora? (3
marks)

3.Identifyandexplainonetypeofironyinthisexcerpt. (2
marks)

4.Whoisbeingreferredtoasheandwhyhashecome? (3
marks)

5.Torvaldmustn’tknowaboutit.Addaquestiontag (1mark)

6.Describeonethemeraisedinthisextract. (2
marks)

7.WhatdreadfulthingdoesNorafearmighthappen?Explainyouranswer.(4marks)

8.Describethecharacterofthemaid (2
marks)

9.Explainthemeaningofthefollowingexpressionsasusedintheexcerpt. (4
marks)



isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedCPA,CIFA,CICT,CPS,ATD,College,HighSchoolNotes0714497530

i)Makeyourmindeasy

ii)Iwon’tlethim escape.

iii)Itwasnogood

iv)Dreadful

Sampleextract3

Krogstad: Areyousureofthat?

Mrs.Linde: Quitesure,but-

Krogstad: (withasearchinglookather)Isthatwhatitallmeans?-that

youwanttosaveyourfriendatanycost?Tellmefrankly.Is

thatit?

MrsLinde: Nils,awomanwhohasoncesoldherselfforanother’ssake

doesn’tdoitasecondtime.

Krogstad: Iwillaskformyletterback.

Mrslinde: No,no.

Krogstad: Yes,ofcourseIwill.IwillwaithereuntilHelmercomes;Iwill

tellhim hemustgivememyletterback-thatitonlyconcerns

mydismissal-thatheisnottoreadit-

Mrs.Linde: NoNils,youmustnotrecallyourletter.

Krogstad: But,tellmewasn’titforthatverypurposethatyouaskedme

tomeetyouhere?

MrsLinde: Inmyfirstmomentoffright,itwas.Buttwenty-fourhours

haveelapsedsincethen,andinthattimeIhavewitnessed

incrediblethingsinthishouse.Helmermustknowallabout
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it.Thisunhappysecretmustbedisclosed;theymusthavea

completeunderstandingbetweenthem whichisimpossible

withallthisconcealmentandfalsehoodgoingon.

Krogstad: Verywell,ifyoutaketheresponsibility.Butthereisonething

IcandoinanycaseandIshalldoitatonce.

MrsLinde: (listening)Youmustbequickandgo!Thedanceisover;we

arenotsafeamomentlonger.

Krogstad: Iwillwaitforyoubelow.

MrsLinde: Yes,do.Youmustseemebacktomydoor-

Krogstad: Ihaveneverhadsuchanamazingpieceofgoodfortunein

mylife!

Questions

1.Explainwhathashappenedbeforethisexcerpt. (4

marks)

2.WhydoesKrogstadsayhewouldaskforhisletterback?Explain (3marks)

3.“Nils,awomanwhohasoncesoldherselfforanother’ssakedoesn’tdoitasecond
time.”

BrieflyexplainwhatmakesMrs.Lindesaythis? (3marks)

4.IdentifyonecharactertraitofMrs.Lindeinthisextract (2

marks)

5.Whatissosurprisinginthisextract?Explain. (2marks)

6.“ButthereisonethingIcandoinanycaseandIshalldoitatonce.”Whatisitthat

Krogstaddoesandhowdoesitaffecttherestoftheplay?
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(4marks)

7.“Ihaveneverhadsuchanamazingpieceofgoodfortuneinmylife!”Rewrite

beginningNever:

(1mark)

8.WhatmakesKrogstadsaythathehasneverhadsuchgoodfortuneinhislife?(2

marks)

9.Explainthemeaningofthefollowingwordsandphrasesasusedintheexcerpt.

(4marks)

i)Atanycost

ii)Recall

iii)Elapsed

iv)Incrediblethings

Sampleextract4

Nora: Butitwasabsolutelynecessarythatheshouldnotknow!My

goodnesscan’tyouunderstandthat?Itwasnecessaryheshould

havenoideawhatadangerousconditionhewasin.Itwastome

thatthedoctorscameandsaidthathislifewasindanger,and

thattheonlythingtosavehim wastoliveinthesouth.Doyou

supposeIdidn’ttry,firstofall,togetwhatIwantedasifitwere

formyself?Itoldhim howmuchIshouldlovetotravelabroadlike

otheryoungwives;Itriedtearsandentreatieswithhim;Itoldhim

thatheoughttoremembertheconditionIwasin,andthathe
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oughttobekindandindulgenttome;Ievenhintedthathemight

raisealoan.Thatnearlymadehim angry,Christine.HesaidIwas

thoughtless,and thatitwashisdutyasmyhusband notto

indulgemeinmywhimsandcaprices– asIbelievehecalled

them.Verywell,Ithought,youmustbesaved–andthatwashow

Icametodeviseawayoutofthedifficulty–

Mrs.Linde: Anddidyourhusbandnevergettoknowfrom yourfatherthatthe

moneyhadcomefrom him?

Nora: No,never.Papadiedjustatthattime.Ihadmeanttolethim into

thesecretandbeghim nevertorevealit.Buthewassoillthen-

alas,thereneverwasanyneedtotellhim

Mrs.Linde: Goodheavens,no!Howcouldyouthinkso?Amanwhohassuch

strongopinionaboutthesethings!Andbesides,howpainfuland

humiliatingitwouldbeforTorvald,withhismanlyindependence,

toknow thatheowedmeanything!Itwouldupsetourmutual

relationsaltogether;ourbeautifulhappyhomewouldnolongerbe

whatitisnow

Mrs.Linde: Doyoumeannevertotellhim aboutit?

Nora: (meditativelyandwithahalf-smile)Yes–somedayperhaps,after

manyyears,whenIam no longerasnice-lookingasIam now.

Don’t laughatme!Imean,ofcourse,whenTorvaldisnolonger

as devotedtomeasheisnow;whenmydancing anddressing-

upandrecitinghavepaledonhim ;thenitmaybeagoodthingto

havesomethinginreserve–(breakingoff)Whatnonsense!That

timewillnevercome.Nowwhatdoyouthinkofmygreatsecret,

Christine? DoyoustillthinkIam ofnouse? Icantellyou,too,

thatthisaffairhascausedmealotofworry.Ithasbeenbyno

meanseasyformetomeetmyengagementspunctually.Imay
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tellyou thatthere is something thatis called,in business,

quarterly interest and another thing called payment in

installmentsanditisalwayssodreadfullydifficulttomanage

them.Ihavehadtosavealittlehereandthere,whereIcould,you

understand.Ihave notbeen able to puta side much from

housekeepingmoneyforTorvaldmusthaveagoodtable.Icould

notletmychildrenbeshabbilydressed;Ihavefeltobligedtouse

upallhegavemeforthem,thesweetlittledarlings

Questions

1. Brieflydescribewhathappensbeforetheeventsinthisextract. (3

marks)

2. Stateandexplainanytwoaspectsofstyleusedinthisextract.

(4marks)

3. HowisMrs.Lindedepictedinthisextract?

(4marks)

4. WhatistheattitudeofMrs.LindetowardsNora?Explain

(3marks)

5. Explainhowthe“imprudence“ofNoralatercomplicatestheeventsoftheplay.(2

marks)

6. Whoisashadow characterinaplay? Inthisextractidentifyoneshadow

character.What

ishis/hersignificanceintheplay? (3marks)

7. Addaquestiontag:
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Awifecannotborrowmoneywithoutherhusband’sconsent. (1mark)

8. Explainthemeaningofthefollowingwords (4

marks)

i) Indulgent

ii) Thoughtless

iii) Caprices

iv) Devoted

Sampleextract5

Mrs.Linde: IsDoctorRankamanofmeans?

Nora: Yes,heis.

Mrs.Linde: Andhasnoonetoprovidefor?

Nora: No,noone;but-

Mrs.Linde: Andcomeshere everyday?

Nora: Yes,Itoldyouso.

Mrs.Linde: Buthowcanthiswell–bredmanbesotactless?

Nora: Idon’tunderstandyouatall

Mrs.Linde: Don’tprevaricate,Nora.DoyousupposeIdon’tguesswholent

youthetwohundredandFiftypounds?

Nora: Areyououtofyoursenses?Howcanyouthinkofsuchathing!A

friendofourswhocomeshereeveryday!Doyourealizewhata

horriblypainfulpositionthatwouldbe?
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Mrs.Linde: Thenitreallyisn’the?

Nora: No,certainlynot.Itwouldneverhaveenteredintomyheadfora

moment.Besides,hehadnomoneytolendthen;hecameintohis

moneyafterwards.

Mrs.Linde: Well,Ithinkthatwasluckyforyou,mydearNora.

Nora: No,itwouldneverhavecomeintomyheadtoaskDoctorRank.

AlthoughIam quitesurethatifIhadaskedhim-

Mrs.Linde: Butofcourseyouwon’t.

Nora: Ofcoursenot.Ihavenoreasontothinkitcouldpossiblybe

necessary.ButIam quitesurethatifItoldDoctorRank-

Mrs.Linde: Behindyourhusband’sback?

Nora: Imustmakeanendofitwiththeotherone,andthatwillbe

behindhisbacktoo.Imustmakeanendofitwithhim.

Mrs.Linde: Yes,thatiswhatItoldyouyesterday,but–

Nora: (walkingupanddown)Amancanputathinglikethatstraight

mucheasierthanawoman–

Mrs.Linde: One’shusband,yes.

Nora: Nonsense!(Standingstill)Whenyoupayoffadebtyougetyour

bondback,don’tyou?

Mrs.Linde: Yes,asamatterofcourse.

Nora: Andcantearitintoahundredthousandpieces,andburnitup-the

nastydirtypaper!

Mrs.Linde: (lookshardather,laysdownhersewingandgetsupslowly)Nora,
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youareconcealingsomethingfrom me

Nora: DoIlookasifIwere?

Mrs.Linde: Somethinghashappenedtoyousinceyesterdaymorning.Nora,

whatisit?

Questions

1.Whathappensimmediatelyafterthisexcerpt?

(3marks)

2.Discuss anytwoissuesbroughtoutinthisexcerpt (4

marks)

3.HowisMrs.Lindedepictedinthisextract? (4marks)

4.Inwhich waysdoestheplaywrightusedramaticironyinthisexcerpt?(4marks)

5.Becauseyoudoasyourhusbandwishes.Addaquestiontag (1

mark)

6.Howeffectiveistheuseofhumorinthisextract? (2

marks)

7.From thisexcerpt,Helmerishardworking.How is this charactertraitbroughtout

elsewhereintheplay andhowdoesitcomplicatethedrama (3

marks)

8.Givethemeaningofthefollowing (4marks)

i)Amanofmeans

ii)Prevaricate

iii)Horribly

iv)Concealing
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Sampleextract6

Nora: Idon’tbelievethatanylonger.IbelievethatbeforeallelseIam a

reasonablehumanbeing,justasyouare–oratallevents,thatI

musttryandbecameone.Iknow quitewell,Torvaldthatmost

peoplewouldthinkyouright,andthatviewsofthatkindaretobe

foundinbooks;butIcannolongercontentmyselfwithwhatmost

peoplesay,orwithwhatisfoundinbooks.Imustthinkover

thingsformyselfandgettounderstandthem

HELMER: Canyounotunderstandyourplaceinyourownhome?Haveyou

notareliableguideinsuchmattersasthat?-haveyounoreligion?

Nora: Iam afraid,Torvald,Idonotexactlyknowwhatreligionis.

HELMER: Whatareyousaying?

Nora: Iknow nothingbutwhattheclergymansaid,whenIwenttobe

confirmed. Hetoldusthatreligionwasthisandthat,andthe

other.WhenIam awayfrom allthis,andIam alone,Iwilllookinto

thatmattertoo.Iwillseeifwhattheclergymansaidistrue,orat

alleventsifitistrueforme.

Helmer: Thisisunheardofinagirlofyourage!Butifreligioncannotlead

youalright,letmetryandawakenyourconscience.Isupposeyou

havesomemoralsense?Or–answerme-am Itothinkyouhave

none?

Nora: Iassureyou,Torvaldthatisnotaneasyquestiontoanswer.I

reallydon’tknow.Thethingperplexesmealltogether.Ionlyknow

thatyouandIlookatitinaquitedifferentlight.Iam learning,too,

thatthelawisquiteanotherthingfrom whatIsuppose;butIfind

itquite impossible to convince myselfthatthe law is right.

Accordingtoitawomanhasnorighttospareherolddyingfather,
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ortosaveherhusband’slife.Ican’tbelievethat.

Helmer: Youtalklikeachild.Youdon’tunderstandtheconditionsofthe

worldinwhichyoulive.

Nora: No,Idon’t.Butnow Iam goingtotry.Iam goingtoseeifIcan

makeoutwhoisright,theworldorI.

Questions

1.Placethisextractinitsimmediatecontext. (6

marks)

2.DiscussanytwocharactertraitsofHelmerinthisextract. (4marks)

3.GiveevidencethatNoraisanassertivecharacter

(4marks)

4.From elsewhereintheplayhowisNoraportrayedinadifferentlight?

(2marks)

5.Idonotexactlyknowwhatreligionis.(Addaquestiontag) (1mark)

6.InwhichwaydoesNoraconflictwiththelaw?

(3marks)

7.Discussonemajorissueofconcernaddressedinthiscontext (3

marks)

8.Whatisthemoodinthiscontext? Explain.

(3marks)

9.Whatisthemeaningofthefollowingwords? (4marks)

i)Religion
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ii)Clergyman

iii)Conscience

iv)Perplexes

PRACTICEEXTRACTS

Practiceextract1

Nora: Butyoumustbelieveme,Mr.Krogstad;itisnotinmypowerto

helpyouatall.

Krogstad: Thenitisbecauseyouhaven’tthewill;butIhavemeanstocompel

you.

Nora: Youdon’tmeanthatyouwilltellmyhusbandthatIoweyoumoney?

Krogstad: Hm!-supposeIweretotellhim?

Nora: Itwouldbeperfectlyinfamousofyou.(sobbing)Tothinkofhis

learningmysecret,whichhasbeenmyjoyandpride,insuchan

ugly,clumsyway-thatheshouldlearnitfrom you!Anditwouldput

meinahorriblydisagreeableposition-

Krogstad: Onlydisagreeable?

Nora: (impetuously)Well,doitthen!-anditwillbetheworseforyou.My

husbandwillseeforhimselfwhatablackguardyouare,andyou

certainlywon’tkeepyourpostthen.

Krogstad: Iaskedyouifitwasonlyadisagreeablesceneathomethatyou

wereafraidof?

Nora: Ifmyhusbanddoesgettoknowifit,ofcoursehewillatoncepay

youwhatisstillowing you,andweshallhavenothingmoretodo

withyou.

Krogstad: (comingastepnearer)Listentome,Mrs.Helmer.Eitheryouhavea

verybadmemoryoryouknow verylittleofbusiness.Ishallbe

obligedtoremindyouofafewdetails.
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Nora: Whatdoyoumean?

Questions

1.ExplainwhyKrogstadwantsNoratohelphim (4

marks)

2.Norasaysitisnotinherpowerto helpKrogstad.DoyouagreewithNorathatshe

cannothelphim?Explainyouranswer.

(2marks)

3.“Tothinkofhislearningmysecret,whichhasbeenmyjoyandpride,insuchanugly,

clumsyway-thatheshouldlearnitfrom you!”Makenotesontheeventsthatledtothe

secretthatNoraistalkingabouthere.

(4marks)

4.“Iaskedyouifitwasonlyadisagreeablesceneathomethatyouwereafraidof?”

Rewriteindirectspeech.

(1mark)

5.From therestoftheplay,brieflydiscussthemajoraspectofstyleinthisextract.(3

marks)

6.WhatdoesthisextractrevealaboutNoraandherhusband’smarriage? (3

marks)

7.Discussonecharactertraitforeachofthefollowing (4

Marks)

i)Krogstad

ii)Nora

8KrogstadtellsNorathatheshallbeobligedtoremindherofafew details.Briefly

explainthesedetails.(3marks)

9.Explainthemeaningofthefollowingwordsasusedintheextract

i)Compel

ii)Disagreeable

iii)Blackguard

iv)obliged
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Practiceextract2

MrsLinde: Nora-itwasKrogstadwholentyouthemoney!

Nora: Yes,andnowTovaldwillknowallaboutit.

MrsLinde: Believeme,Nora,that’sthebestthingforbothofyou.

Nora: Youdon’tknowall.Iforgedaname’

Mrs.Linde: Goodheaves-!

Nora: Ionlywanttosaythistoyou,Christine-youmustbemy

witness

MrsLinde: Yourwitness?Whatdoyoumean?Whatam Ito-?

Nora: IfIshouldgooutofmymind-anditmighteasilyhappen-

MrsLinde: Nora!

Nora: Oranythingelseshouldhappentome-anything,forinstance,

thatmightpreventmybeinghere-

MrsLinde: Nora!Nora!Youarequiteoutofyourmind.

Nora: And ifitshould happen thatthere were someone who

wanted to take allthe responsibility,allthe blame,you

understand-

MrsLinde: Yes,yes-buthowcanyousuppose-?

Nora: Thenyoumustbemywitness,thatitisnottrueChristine.I

am inmyrightsensesnow,andItellyounooneelsehas

knownanythingaboutit;I,andIalone,didthewholething.

Rememberthat.

MrsLinde: Iwill,indeed.ButIdon’tunderstandallthis.

Nora: Howshouldyouunderstandit?Awonderfulthingisgoingto

happen!

Questions

1.Brieflyexplainwhathasjusthappenedbeforethisextract. (3marks)

2.“Nora-itwasKrogstadwholentyouthemoney!”ExplainthetoneinChristine’swords.

(2marks)

3.“Believeme,Nora,that’sthebestthingforbothofyou.”From laterintheplay,which

reasonsdoesMrsLindegivetosupportwhatshesaysnow.
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(3marks)

4.DiscussonecharactertraitofNoraevidentinthisextract. (2marks)

5.WhatwouldbetheappropriatetonetouseinreadingNora’spartsinthisextract.

Explainyouranswer.

(2marks)

6.Discussonesocialthemeraisedinthisextract. (2

marks)

7.“Nora!Nora!Youarequiteoutofyourmind.”Addaquestiontag. (1mark)

8.Norasaysthatawonderfulthingisgoingtohappen.From therestoftheplay,explain

whatshemeansbythat. (4

marks)

9.Discussoneaspectofstyleinthisextract. (2

marks)

10.Explainthemeaningofthefollowingwordsandphrasesasusedintheextract.(4

marks)

i)Forged

iiGooutofmymind

iii)Preventmybeinghere

iv)Rightsenses

Practiceextract3

Helmer: Miserablecreature-whathaveyoudone?

Nora: Letmego.Youshallnotsufferformysake.Youshallnot

takeituponyourself.

Helmer: Notragicairs,please.(Locksthehalldoor.)Hereyoushall

stayandgivemeexplanation.Doyouunderstandwhatyou

havedone?Answerme!Doyouunderstandwhatyouhave

done?

Nora: (lookssteadilyathim and sayswith a growing lookof

coldnessinherface)Yes,nowIam beginningtounderstand
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thoroughly.

Helmer: (walking aboutthe room)whata horrible awakening!All

theseyears-shewhowasmyjoyandpride-ahypocrite,aliar-

worse,worse-acriminal!Theunutterableuglinessofitall!-

Forshame!(Noraissilentandlookssteadilyathim.He

stops in frontofher.)Ioughtto have suspected that

somethingofthesortwouldhappen.Ioughttohaveseenit.

Allyourfather’swantofprinciplehascomeoutinyou.No

religion,nomorality,nosenseofduty-.How Iam punished

forhavingwinkedatwhathedid!Ididitforyoursake,and

thisishowyourepayme.

Nora: Yes,that’sjustit.

Helmer: Nowyouhavedestroyedallmyhappiness.Youhaveruined

allmyfuture.Itishorribletothinkof!Iam inthepowerofan

unscrupulousman;hecandowhathelikeswithme,ask

anythinghelikesofme,givemeanyordershepleases-Idare

notrefuse.And Imustsink to such miserable depths

becauseofathoughtlesswoman.

Nora: WhenIam outoftheway,youwillbefree.

Questions

1.Explainwhathashappenedbeforethisextract. (4

marks)

2.WhatdoesNorameanbysaying“Youshallnotsufferformysake.”Explain (3

marks)

3.How isHelmer’sattitudetowardsNorainthisextractdifferentfrom earlierinthe

plain.Brieflyexplain. (3

marks)

4.Discusstwothemesraisedinthisextract. (4

marks)

5.“Nowyouhavedestroyedallmyhappiness.Youhaveruinedallmyfuture.”Discuss
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thestyleevidentinthestatement.

(2marks)

6.Isolateandexplainthemoodprevalentinthisextract. (2

marks)

7.“Hereyoushallstayandgivemeanexplanation.”Rewritebeginning:You…(1mark)

8.“WhenIam outoftheway,youwillbefree.”GivetwopossiblemeaningsofNora’s

wordsfrom therestoftheplay (2

marks)

9.Explainthemeaningofthefollowingexpressionsasusedintheexcerpt. (4

marks)

i)Takeituponyourself

ii)Notragicairs

iii)Yourfather’swantofprinciple

iv)Unscrupulousman

Practiceextract4

Helmer: (standingattheopendoor)Yes,do.Tryandcalm yourself,and

makeyourmindeasyagain,myfrightenedlittlesingingbird.Beat

rest,andfeelsecure;Ihavebroadwingstoshelteryouunder.

(walksupanddownbythedoor)Howwarm andcosyourhomeis,

Nora.Hereisshelterforyou;hereIwillprotectyoulikeahunted

dovethatIhavesavedfrom ahawk’sclaws;Iwillbringpeaceto

yourpoorbeatingheart.Itwillcome,littlebylittle,Nora,believeme.

Tomorrow morningyouwilllookuponitallquitedifferently;soon

everythingwillbejustasitwasbefore.Verysoonyouwon’tneed

metoassureyouthatIhaveforgivenyou;youwillyourselffeelthe

certaintythatIhavedoneso.CanyousupposeIshouldeverthink

ofsuchathingasrepudiatingyou,orevenreproachingyou?You

have no idea whata true man’s heartis like,Nora.There is

somethingsoindescribablysweetandsatisfying,toaman,inthe
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knowledgethathehasforgivenhiswife-forgivenherfreely,and

withallhisheart.Itseemsasifthathadmadeher,asitwere,

doublyhisown;andshehasinawaybecomebothwifeandchildto

him.Soyoushallbeformeafterthis,mylittlescared,helpless

darling.Havenoanxietyaboutanything,Nora;onlybefrankand

openwithme,andIwillserveaswillandconsciencebothtoyou-.

Whatisthis?Notgonetobed?Haveyouchangedyourthings?

Nora: (ineverydaydress)Yes,Torvald,Ihavechangedmythingsnow.

Helmer: Butwhatfor?-Solateasthis.

Nora: Ishallnotsleeptonight.

Helmer: But,mydearNora-

Nora: (lookingatherwatch)Itisnotsoverylate.Sitdownhere,Torvald.

YouandIhavemuchtosaytooneanother.

(Shesitsdownatonesideofthetable.)

Helmer: Nora-whatisthis?-thiscold,setface?

Nora: Sitdown.Itwilltakesometime;Ihavealottotalkoverwithyou.

Helmer: (sitsdownattheoppositesideofthetable)Youalarm me,Nora!-

andIdon’tunderstandyou.

Nora: No,thatisjustit.Youdon’tunderstandme,andIhavenever

understoodyoueither-beforetonight.No,youmustn’tinterruptme.

YoumustsimplylistentowhatIsay.Torvald,thisisasettlingof

accounts.

Helmer: Whatdoyoumeanbythat?
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Questions

1.Placethisexcerptinitsimmediatecontext. (5marks)

2.HowisthecharacterofHelmerbroughtoutinthisexcerpt? (4

marks)

3.Commentontheuseofimageryinthisexcerpt. (4

marks)

4.Whatarethetwomainissuesofconcernthatareaddressedinthisexcerpt?

(4marks)

6.Ishallnotsleeptonight.(Rewriteasaninterrogative)

(1mark)

7.WhatistheattitudeofHelmertowardsNorainthisexcerpt?Explain

(3marks

8.Explainthemeaningofthefollowingvocabulary. (4marks)

i)Repudiating

ii)Reproaching

iii)Indescribably

iv)Anxiety

Practiceextract5

Nora: Yes,tremendous!A barrister’sprofessionissuchanuncertain

thing,especiallyifhewon’tundertakeunsavorycases;andnaturally

Torvaldhasbeenwillingtodothat,andIquiteagreewithhim.You

mayimaginehowpleasedweare!Heistotakeuphisworkinthe

bankattheNewYear,andthenhewillhaveabigsalaryandlotsof

commissions.Forthefuturewecanlivequitedifferently-wecando



isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedCPA,CIFA,CICT,CPS,ATD,College,HighSchoolNotes0714497530

justaswelike.Ifeelsorelievedandsohappy,Christine!Itwillbe

splendidtohaveheapsofmoneyandnotneedtohaveanyanxiety,

wontit?

Mrs.Linde: Yes,anyhowIthinkitwouldbedelightfultohavewhatoneneeds.

Nora: No,notonlywhatoneneeds,butheapsandheapsofmoney.

Mrs.Linde: (smiling)Nora,Nora,haven’tyou learned sense yet? In our
schooldaysyouwereagreatspendthrift.

Nora: (laughing)Yes,thatiswhatTorvaldsaysnow.(Wagsherfingerat
her.)

But“Nora,Nora”isnotsosillyasyouthink.Wehavenotbeenina

positionformetowastemoney.Wehavebothhadtowork.

Mrs.Linde: Youtoo?

Nora: Yes;oddsandends,needlework,crotchet-work,embroidery,and

thatkindofthing(droppinghervoice)Andotherthingsaswell.You

knowTorvaldlefthisofficewhenweweremarried?Therewasno

prospectofpromotionthere,andhehadtotryandearnmorethan

before.Butduringthefirstyearheoverworkedhimselfdreadfully.

Yousee,hehadtomakemoneyeverywayhecould,andheworked

earlyandlate;buthecouldn’tstanditandfelldreadfullyill,andthe

doctorssaiditwasnecessaryforhim togosouth.

Questions

1.Explainwhathappensbeforethisextract.

(3marks)

2.CitetwocharactertraitsofNoraandcommentonthem.

(4marks)
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3.Identifytwoinstancesofrepetitionintheextractandexplaintheirsignificance.

(4marks)

4.Commentontheuseofflashbackinthisextract.

(3marks)

5.Giveanotherinstanceinthetextwhereflashbackisusedintheplay.

(2marks)

6.Whatthematicconcernsareaddressedinthisextract?

(4marks)

7.Therewasnoprospectofpromotionthere(Writeintheinterrogative) (1

mark)

8.Explainthemeaningofthefollowingwords. (4marks)

i)Barrister’s

ii)Unsavoury

iii)Splendid

iv)Spendthrift

Practiceextract6

Nora: Yes,youcould-couldn’tyou?

Helmer: AndIhearheisagoodworker,too.ButIknewhim whenwewere

boys.Itwasoneofthoserashfriendshipsthatsooftenprovean
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incubusinafterlife.Imayaswelltellyouplainly,wewereonceon

veryintimatetermswithoneanother.Butthistactlessfellow lays

no restraintonhimselfwhenotherpeoplearepresent.Onthe

contrary,hethinksitgiveshim therighttoadoptafamiliartone

withme,andeveryminuteitis“Isay,Helmer,oldfellow!”andthat

sortofthing.Iassureyouitisextremelypainfulforme.Hewould

makemypositioninthebankintolerable.

Nora: Torvald,Idon’tbelieveyoumeanthat.

Helmer: Don’tyou?Whynot?

Nora: Becauseitissuchanarrow-mindedwayoflookingatthings.

Helmer: Whatareyousaying?Narrow-minded?DoyouthinkIam narrow

minded?

Nora: No,justtheoppositedear-anditisexactlyforthatreason.

Helmer: Itisthesamething.Yousaymypointofviewisnarrow-minded,so

Imustbesotoo.Narrow–minded!Verywell-Imustputanendto

this.(goestothehalldoorandcalls)Helen!

Nora: Whatareyougoingtodo?

Helmer: (lookingamonghispapers)Settleit.(enterMAID)Lookhere;take

thisletterandgodownstairswithitatonce.Findamessengerand

tellhim todeliverit,andbequick.Theaddressisonit,andhereis

themoney.

Maid: Verywell,sir.(exitwiththeletter)

Helmer: (puttinghispaperstogether)Nowthen,littleMissObstinate.

Nora: (breathlessly)Torvald-whatwasthatletter?

Helmer: Krogstad’sdismissal
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Nora: Callherback,Torvald!Thereisstilltime.OhTorvald,callherback!

Doitformysake-foryourownsake-forthechildren’ssake!Doyou

hearme,Torvald?Callherback!Youdon’tknowwhatthatlettercan

bringuponus.

Helmer: It’stoolate.

Helmer: Yes,it’stoolate.

Helmer: MydearNora,Icanforgivetheanxietyyouarein,althoughreallyit

isaninsulttome.Itisindeed.Isn’titaninsulttothinkthatIshould

beafraidofastarvingquill-driver’svengeance?ButIforgiveyou

nevertheless,becauseitissucheloquentwitnesstoyourgreatlove

forme.(Takesherinhisarms.)Andthatisasitshouldbe,myown

darlingNora.Comewhatwill,youmaybesureIshallhaveboth

courageandstrengthiftheybeneeded.YouwillseeIam aman

enoughtotakeeverythinguponmyself.

Questions

1.Explainwhathappensbeforethisextract.

(2marks)

2.Commentontwoissuesaddressedinthiscontext. (4

marks)

3.Stateandexplainonecharactertraitforeachofthetwocharactersfoundinthis

context.

(4marks)

4.HowisHelmer’scharactercontrastedelsewhereinthistext?

(3marks)

5.Yousaymypointofviewisnarrow-minded.(writeasaninterrogative) (1

mark)
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6.Commentontheuseofaletterasastylisticdeviceinthiscontext.

(3marks)

7.Howisflashbackusedinthiscontext? (2marks)

8.Explainthemeaningofthefollowingvocabulary. (4marks)

i)Intolerable

ii)Narrow-minded

iii)Obstinate

iv)Vengeance

9.Whathappensafterthisextract?

(2marks)

AnswerstoSampleExtracts

Sampleextract1

1.ShereferstothepreviousChristmaswhenshespenteveryeveningforthreefull
weeksmakingornamentsfortheChristmastree.Herhusbandsaysitwasthedullest
threeweekshehadspent.(2marks)

2.ThecoupleishappythatMr.Helmerhasbeentothelevelofabankmanager.They
arehappythatthepositionwilleasetheirfinancialburdenandtheywillhavealotof
moneytospend.(2marks)

3.Parentalresponsibility/theroleofwomeninthesociety.Noraiscommittedtoplease
herfamily.Krogstadsays,“Youhadthebestofintentionstopleaseusall”

Falsehood-MrHelmertellsNoratosayheisnotathomeifit’savisitor.(4marks)

4.,isn’tthere?(1mark)

5.-TheladyisMrs.Linde.

-SheisNora’sschooldaystimes.

-SheasksNoratalktoherhusbandtogiveherjobbecauseofhistitle.
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-ShegetsthejobwhichistomakeKrogstadlosehisjob.

-KrogstadwritesaletterexposingNora’sforgerytopreventHelmerfrom sackinghim.

-MrsLindespeakstoKrogstadonherbehalfandKrogstadwithdrawshisrevengeplans.

-TheHelmersreputationisprotectedalthoughtheirmarriagefinallybreaks.(6marks)

6.Flashback.“HowcouldIhelpthecat’sgoinginandtearingeverythingtopieces?”This
referstothepreviousChristmas (2
marks)

7.Helmergoesintohisroom whilethemaidushersinMrs.Linde.MrslindegreetsNora
inadejectedvoicebutNoradoesnotseem torecognizeher.Latersheremembersher
aschristenandobservesthatChristinehaschangedgreatly.Sheagreesshehas
changedbecausetheylastmetnineortenyearsback.

(4marks)

8i)Provoke

ii)Boring/uninteresting

iii)Bother,aninconvinience

iv)Visitor (4marks)

Sampleextract2

1.Beforetheextract,NorahasjusttoldDrRankthatbeingwithTovaldislikebeingwith
papa.Themaidenters from thehallandgiveNoraacard.DrRankaskshim whether
thereisanythingwrong.Shesaysitisaboutanewdress.Aftertheextract,Norabolts
thedoorofHelmer’sroom.ThemaidopensthehalldoorforKrogstadandshutsitafter
him.(4marks)

2.Itreferstothedressforattendingthestensborgdancewith.SheischeatingDr.Rank
becauseinrealsense,shehasreceivedacard.Thisexposesherinsincerecharacter.(3
marks)

3.Dramaticirony.Thereadersknow thatshehasreceivedacardfrom themaidbut
Krogstaddoesnotknowit.(2marks)

4.ItisKrogstad.Hehasreceivedhisdismissalletterfrom Mr.Helmer.Hewantsthe
mattertobearrangedbetweenthem sothatnobodywouldknowaboutit.(3marks)

5.,mustyou?(1mark)

6.Secrets.Noraisasecretiveperson.Shedoesnotwantherhusbandtoknow that
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Krogstadisinthehouse.Helen,youmustn’tsayanythingaboutittoanyone.Itisa
surprisetomyhusband.

(2marks)

7.Norabelievesthatherhusbandwillbeartheguiltofherforgeryonceitisdiscovered.
Shedoesnotwanthim todothatwhensheisalive.Therefore,sheplanstokillherself
ratherthanbealivewhenthathappens.(4marks)

8.Respectful.SheaddressesorrespondstoNorausingtheword“ma’am.(2marks)

9.i)Relax

ii)Iwillkeephim intheroom

iii)itwasuseless

iv)terrible/verybadthing(4marks)

Sampleextract3

1.Beforetheextract,KrogstadasksChristineifshestillhavethecouragetohavehim

backafterwhathehasdone.Christinetellshim sheunderstandthatitwasdespairthat

madehim dothat.Heregretsthathecannotundowhathehasdone.MrsLindetells

him thattheletterisstillintheletterbox.(4marks)

2.HedoesnotwantNora’shusbandtoknow thesecretofforgerythatshehaskept

from him formanyyears.HehasreunitedwithChristineandisveryhappy.Hedoesnot

wanttoruintheHelmers’marriagewhoarefriendstoChristine. (3marks)

3.Sheoncesacrificedherloveforthesakeofherbedriddenmotherandtwoyoung

brothers.Bysayingthat,itmeansshecannotbedoingitthesecondtimeforanother

personbecausethatexperiencewasenough.(3marks)

4.Selfless:“shesacrificedforanotherperson,hermotherandbrothers.Shesays“a

womanwhohasoncesoldherselfforanother’ssakedoesn’tdoitasecondtime.(2

marks)

5.ItissurprisingthatKrogstadcanchangehismindaboutrevengingagainstthe
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Helmers.Hewasmuchdeterminedtohavehisownwaywiththem andhischangeand

readinesstowithdrawthelettercatchesthereadersbysurprise(2marks)

6.KrogstadwritesNoraanotherletterthatsetsfreeNoraandherhusband.Healso

returnsthebondhadalltheevidenceofforgery.Mr.Helmerisveryhappynowthatheis

savedandtellsNorahehasforgivenher.However,thiscomeswhenitistoolateforhe

hadalreadycondemnedherforheractions.Noradecides leavehim andthechildren.

(4marks)

7.NeverhadIsuchanamazingpieceofgoodfortuneinmylife!(1mark)

8.Christinehadlefthim forarichermanwhowouldhelphersupporthersickmother

andtwoyoungbrothers.Shehasgivenhim anotherchanceforshewantstohave

somebodytoliveandworkfor.(2marks)

9.i)atanycost-nomatterwhat/despitethedangerinvolved.

ii)recall-askorcallback

iii)Elapsed-pass

iv)Incrediblethings-unbelievablethings(4marks)

Sampleextract4

1.Mrs.Lindecommentsthatawifeisnotallowedtoborrowaloan.Norathinksifthe

womanisbusinessmindeditisinordertoborrow.Christinedoesnotagree.Nora

concealspartoftheloantransaction.Noraliesthatshegotthemoneyfrom anadmirer.

Christinethinksofherasmadandimprudent.

2.Flashback.ItisthroughflashbackthatNorarevealstoMrs.Lindehowsheborrowed

aloanfrom Krogstad.

Flash-forward.Noratellsthereadersaboutatimeinthefuture.Shesaysshewill

disclosethesecrettoHelmerwhenshegetsold.ThisrevealsthecharacterofNoraas
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secretive.

Irony.ItisironicalthatNoraborrowsmoneytocaterforexpensesaimedattakingcare

ofthehealthconditionofHelmeryetshekeepsitasasecrettoHelmerhimself.

3.Social.SheengagesNorainaconversationthatrevealsNora’ssecretivenature.

Critical.ShethinksofNoraasimprudentfornotinformingherhusbandabouttheloan

issue.SheisallquestionstoNora.

4.Sympathetic.ShesympathizeswithNorawhohaschosentocleartheloandebtall

alone…”poorNora...”Soithasallhadtocomeoutofyourownnecessariesoflife,poor

Nora?

5.Shesignsthebondthreedaysafterherfather’sdeath.Sheforgesherfather’s

signature.Krogstadistouseitinthecourtasitisanillegality.Heusestheissueto

mountpressuresoastokeephisjob.HeintendstousethepresstoblackmailHelmer

6.Acharacterwhoisnotpresentinthelifespanoftheplay.Papa.Hissignificanceisin

theplotdevelopment.Norauseshim tobuildherargumentoninjusticesmetedon

women.

7.,canshe?

8i)Lenient/tolerant

ii)Careless

iii)Desires

iv)Committed/dedicated

Sampleextract5

1.Torvaldcomeshome.NoratellsChristinetogotothechildrenforTorvaldcannot

beardressmaking.NoramanipulativelytellsHelmerthatshehasbeenmissinghim.

Torvaldthinksthedressmakerhasbeenaround..
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2.Materialism -Norathinksofarichadmirerwholeaversmoneytoher.Mrs.Linde

believesthestoryyetsuchamandoesnotexist.Mrs.LindeinquireswhetherRankisa

richman.

Friendship.NoraandMrs.Lindeshareintimatefeelings.Theydiscusstherichesof

Krogstadandotherpettythings.

3.Materialistic-SheisconcernedwithNora’simaginationsaboutarichman.The

imaginationsaremereimaginationsyettheyraiseafuss.Shewishesbenefitfinancially

from Rankifhehasnoonetoprovidefor.

Inquisitive–she inquires so much from Nora the riches ofRank,the false

admirer,where Ranktakeshismoney.ThinksNorawaslentmoneybyRank.

4.Readers knowthereisnothinglikearichadmirerbutonlymereimaginationsyetMrs.

Lindedoesnot.Mrs.LindethinksRankgavealoanto Nora,yet thereaderknows

itisKrogstadwholentmoney.Mrs.Linde does not knowaboutthebondNora

talks aboutyetthereaderknowsshetalksoftheloan shegetsfrom Krogstad

5.,don’tyou”

6.Itis comical whenMrs.Linde believes thatNora has anold rich admirer

who willleave money to Nora afterhis death .Mrs.Lindemisinterpretsthe

imaginationanditraisesafuss.Thislightensthestage.

7.Heoverworkedhimselfinthepast.Hefellill.DradvisedheshouldbetakentoSouth.

NoraborrowsKrogstadsomemoneytotakehim fora trip.LaterKrogstadraises

issueswiththeloan.

8. i)Arich man

ii)evade/deviate/avoid

iii)Terrible/nasty

iv)Hiding
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Sampleextract6

Before– HelmeraccuseNoraofneglecting hermostsacred duties.Dutyto her

husbandandchildren.Norarefutessayingthereareothersacredduties,dutiesto

herself.Helmertellsherthedutytoherhusbandandchildrencomesbeforethatofhers.

After–HelmeraccusesNoraofbeingillanddelirious.Norasayssheismostclear

andcertaininhermind.Helmerquestionshow asobermindcanforsakeher

children.

2.Abusive–hecallsNorablind,foolishwoman

Chauvinistic–hehaslow opinionforhiswife .Shehasasacreddutyto husband

andchildrennotherself.

Emotional–heshoutsatNora.He getsangrywithNora

3.Authoritativelystatesthatshehasasacreddutytoherselffirstthentohusbandand

children.Sheisreadytopursuetheopinionofthefew.She assertivelyquestionsalaw

thatdoes notallow a womanthe righttospare herolddyingfatherorsave her

husband’slife.

4.Beforethissheishumble–she is atpeace when called skylark,song bird,

squirreletc.

Sheisnaïve-Mrs.Lindecallsherakidandlessexperienced.Sheacceptssuchlabels.

5.DoI?

6.she questions the logicofthe law ifitdoes notallow awomanto spare her

olddyingfatherorsaveherhusband’slife.Thelawshouldhavesuchprovisions.

7.Genderequality-the wife goes through namecalling from herhusband.Nora

feelsshehasadutytoherself.Shesayssheshouldbetreatedasahumanbeing.The

lawshould grantgenderequality.

8.Tense-theheatedargumentinthedialoguecharacterizedbydifferentviewpoints
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carriesalotofconflict.Norapromisestoquitthemarriage.

9.i)beliefinasupernaturalpower

ii)OrdainedChristianminister

iii)Moralsenseofrightandwrong

iv)Baffles/vexes

CHAPTERSEVEN

GENERALESSAYQUESTIONSANDSAMPLEESSAYS

1.ThesuppressedwomanintheVictoriansocietyhastousemanytrickstosurvive.

Reacttotheassertiondrawingyourillustrationsfrom theplay.

2.NaivetyisNora’sgreatestundoing.Writeanessayjustifyingthisstatement.

3.Appearancecanbedeceptive.Supportdrawingyourillustrationsfrom theplay.

4.Therecanbenoescapingfrom ourpastactions.Show thetruthofthisstatement

usingtheplay.

5.Acoupleshouldbeopenwitheachotherfortheirmarriagetostand.Reacttothis

assertionbycloselyreferringtotheplay.

6.A suppressedoroppressedwomanresortstofalsehoodandsecretstosurvive.

JustifythevalidityofthisstatementbyreferringtoNora.

7.AllNora’sshortcomingscanbeblamedonherhusband.Doyouagree?Writean

essayagreeingordisagreeingwiththeobservation.

8.Mr.HelmerdoesnotdeserveNoraforawife.Writeanessayinsupportofthis

assertion.

9.NoraistheKingpostinhermarriageandfamily.Discussbydrawingillustrations

from theplay.

10.TheplayADoll’sHouseaddressesaclashbetweenthemoralandthehumanlaws.

Howmuchdoyouagreewiththeobservation?

11.Someactionsnomatterhowgoodintentionedcanattractalotofcondemnationin

thesociety.Discuss.

12.Selflessnessshouldhavelimits.Towhatextentdoyouagreewiththeassertion?
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13.Friendscomeinhandywhenweareindistressandtroubled.Writeanessay

justifyingthestatementdrawingyourillustrationfrom theplay.

14.Prideandarroganceleadstoman’sdownfall.Writeacompositionaffirmingthe

statement.

15.Aguiltypersonisalwaysafraidandsensitive.Substantiatethisposition.

16.Whenoneispushedtothecorner,theymustdevisemeansofsurvival.Writean

essaydefendingthisobservation.

18.Symbolism isthebackboneoftheplayADoll’sHouse.Writeanessaytoshowthe

truthinthestatement.

19.TheplayADoll’sHouseisonethatonecannotstopreadinguptotheend.Validate

thestatement.

20.Writeanessayshowingthevalueofflashbackintheplay.

21.Writeanessayshowinghow ironyeffectivelycommunicatesmajorissuesinthe

play.

22.“Familydialogueandequalityarekeyforasuccessfulmarriage.”Usingillustrations

from ADoll’sHousewriteacompositionjustifyingtheassertion.

23.Writeanessayon,“Moneyandmaterialpossessionsarenotthekeystoahappy

marriage”bydrawingillustrationsfrom ADoll’sHouse.

24.“Hypocrisyandmaterialism aretraitsthatshouldnotbecondonedinthesociety.”

WriteacompositioninsupportofthisstatementbycloselyreferringtoADoll’sHouse.

25.Usingillustrationsfrom HenrikIbsen’splay‘ADoll’sHouse’,writeacompositionto

illustratethetruthfulnessofthestatement,“Divorceleadstosufferingtoboththe

husbandandthewife.”

26.“HypocrisyandimmoralityadverselyaffectthelivesofDr.RankandKrogstad.”

Writeacompositiontodefendthisstatement.

27.“IbsensatirizesthefamilyofHelmerandNora,”Writeanessaytovalidatethis

statement.

28.“YoureapwhatyouSow.”ByreferringcloselytothelivesofNoraandHelmerinA
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Doll’sHousebyHenrikIbsen,writeacompositioninsupportofthisstatement.

SampleEssayonCharacters

“ThematerialisticnatureofMrs.LindeandNoraleadstotheirunfulfillinglives.”Write

acompositioninsupportofthistruth.

Inthesociety,humanbeingsareencouragedtobecontentedandsincereintheirlives.

Materialism andhypocrisywillalwaysleadtounattractivelives.Thisisintandem with

thelifeofMrs.LindeandNoraintheplayADoll’sHousebyHenrikIbsen.

Noraisveryexcitedofherhusband’spromotiontothepositionofthebankboss.She

bragsallovertoherfriendsabouthowtheirfamilywillberich.WhenadvisedbyMrs.

Lindethatthemostimportantpointisthatthefamilywillhaveenoughtospendsheis

nothappywiththecomment.Shemaintainsthattheywillhaveheapsandheapsof

money.Sheisalleyeslookingforopportunitiestoseekmoremoney.Atonetime,she

locksupherselfanddoesphotocopyingwork.Othertimessheisdoingembroideryand

sewing.Thisleadstoherdiscontentedlife.

Astheballdrawsnear,shekeepsonnaggingherhusbandtobuyherdresses.She

dressescharminglyduringtheball.Shemakesmaterialisticimagination.Sheimagines

acasewherebysheismarriedbyanoldrichgentlemanwholaterdiesandleavesback

alotofcashforher.Thematerialisticlifemusthavecontributedtoherpatheticend

whereshedivorcesherhusband.

Nora’sillusionsandimaginationsdonotsitwellwithMrs.Linde.EventhoughNorais

merelyfondlingwithmereimaginationofacasewherebysheisinlovewithawealthy

manwhodiesandleavesallthewealthinhername,Christinedoesnotgetconvinced

thatthesearejustimaginations.Eventhefollowingdayshequestionsaboutthesame

admirer.SheinquisitivelyasksNorawhetherDr.Rankisamanofmeans.Shequestions

wherehetakeshismoney.ShewishestobemarriedbyRanksothatRankcanhave

someonetoprovidefor.
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KrogstadbitterlydescribesMrs.Lindeasawomanwhojiltsmenandclingstoother

menwhoaremorelucrative.Atonetime,LindeleftKrogstadforhehadnoprospects.

Whentheymeetlaterwhileheisrichshewishestomarryhim.Shetroublesherself

workinginaschool,ashoptogetmoney.Latershestaysasinglelife.

From theaboveillustrations,itistruethatmaterialism leadstounfulfilledlife.Noneof

the above discussed characters has a happyending.Mankind is advised to be

contentedwiththelittlethattheyhave,formaterialsandpropertycannotwarrant

happiness.

SampleEssayonThemes

Amarriagefoundedonfalsehoodandsecretsisboundtofallapart.Towhatextentdo

youagreewiththestatement?Drawyourillustrationsfrom theplayADoll’sHouse.

Marriageshouldbefoundedonmutualtrustbetweenthewifeandhusband.Anysortof

secretorinsinceritybetweenthem isboundtobringirreparabledamagetothemarriage

oncethetruthcomesin.

Norahasmanysecretsandfalsehoodsthatshekeepsbehindherhusband.Shesecretly

borrowsaloanfrom Krogstadtofundherhusband’striptoItalyforhisrecovery.She

haskeptthismatterasecretfrom him foreightyearsandisnotreadytorevealittohim

anytimesoon.ThesecretisfinallyrevealedwhenKrogstadwritesalettertoher

husbandthatexposestheforgery.HelmerreactsangrilytothisdiscoveryandNora

angrythathedoesnotunderstandher,decidestowalkoutofthemarriage.

Noraalsoisnotsincereonhowsheusesthemoneyshegetsfrom Krogstad.Shesaves

mostofittorepayKrogstad’sloan.Shesaysthatshehassurvivedoncheapclothes

andalsokeepsborrowingmoneyfrom him toservicetheloan.Allthisisdiscoveredat

theendoftheplay.Theyreactdifferentlytothediscoverymakingtheirmarriagesto

break.

NoracheatsKrogstadthattherewasnobodywhohadvisitedhim whenhewasway

whileKrogstadhasjustlefttheroom wherehehadbeenpleadingwithhertospeakto
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herhusbandtopreventthesack.Asshecheatshim thus,herhusbandhasjustmetwith

him asheleavesthehouse.Nora’sspeakingtoKrogstadandrefusingtoadmitit

revealsaveryseriousweaknessinthemarriage.Itshowsmistrustandunderscoresthe

darksecretsthatNorahasbeenkeepingbehindherhusband.Finally,someofthese

actionscontributetothedissolutionofthemarriage.

Noracheatsherhusbandthatshehasforgottenthedancepracticeanddancespoorly

sothatshecancompelherhusbandtohelpherpractice.Thetruthisthatshehasnot

forgottenhow todancebutwantstobuytimesothatherhusbandcannotopenthe

letterbox.SheandChristinehaveagreedtokeephim asmuchaspossiblefrom his

letterssothatshecanspeaktoKrogstadfirst.Norainsteadshouldjustbeopenwith

herhusbandandtellhim thetruth.Sheincreasestensionintheirmarriageandisthe

onewhosuffersmost.Finally,thetruthcomesoutandthemarriagebreaks.

Itisimportantforacoupletobesincerewitheachothernomattertheseriousnessof

thematter.Thiscanhelppreventfar-reachingdamagetotheirmarriage.

SampleEssayonStyle

Identifyandexplainfourissuesthathappenintheplay,ADoll’sHouse,againstthe

expectationsofthereader

Inthesociety,onceinawhilethingshappenagainsthumanexpectations.Intheplay,A

Doll’sHousebyHenrikIbsen,thesamehappensandthereadercannothelpgetting

shockedbysomeoftheseinstances.Thisessaywillillustratesomeofthem.

Thehugeamountofmoneytotalingtwohundredandfiftypoundsborrowedinsecrecy

byNoratakesthereaderbyabigsurprise.Theloanismeanttocaterforagenuine

reason;ensuringhealthconditionofHelmerisattainedthroughatriptotheSouth.Itis

ironicalthatthegreatestbeneficiaryofthelumpsum amount,HelmerTorvald,isnot

informedaboutit.ThereadersmarvelatthewayacivilianlikeMrs.Lindelearnsaboutit

evenbeforeNora’shusbandaswellashow Noramanagestoconcealthesecretfor

suchalongtime.Allalongthistime,HelmerthinksitisNora’swholentthemoney.
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TheeightyearoldrelationshipbetweenNoraandHelmerishardtobelieve.Thecouple

livesasahusbandandawifeforeightgoodyearsyettheyhaveneverengagedinany

seriousconversation.Thehusbandtreatshiswifelikeadollandusesfunnynamesto

labelher.Nameslike‘Squirrel,SkylarkandSongbird”appearlikeabigjokefora

husbandtocallhiswife.Itisalsointerestingthatatfirst,Noraiscomfortablewiththe

titlesandevenfondlesthem.Thewifeisalsonotallowedtoborrowmoneytosavethe

lifeofhisfatherwhileherworkistodanceandchirptothehusband.

OwingtothefactthattheplayissetatChristmasseason,amomentassociatedwith

thebirthofJesusChristbytheChristiancommunity,thereadersexpectvirtuesto

prevailovervices.ItisironicalthatKrogstad istermed asonewhosebreath is

infectiouswithpoisonandhypocrisy.Helmersayshecannotbearhishypocrisy.Dr.

Rankisequallydyingasaresultofhisfather’scrookedlifecharacterizedbyexcesses.

Ranksuffersconsumptionofthespine,adangerousdiseaseconnectedtothelifestyle

ofhisfather.AllthesedetestablethingshappenonthebackdropofthebirthofChrist,

thesavior.

Noraisdepictedasaplaythingbyherhusband.Tohim,sheisaplaything,adoll,a

spendthriftandallsortofdeprecatingnames.Herhusbandhaslivedallhislifebelieving

thatsheisfullyunderhiscontrol,indeedlikeachild.However,Noraiscapableofso

greatandheroicthings.Shehassavedherhusband,shehasbeenrepayingtheloan

withoutanyconstantsourceofincome,andfinally,shemustersthecouragetowalkout

ofthemarriage.HercharacterattheendsharplycontrastswithwhatHelmerthinksof

her.

Thesehappeningswhichareagainstourexpectationscontributetothemanyturns,

twistsandsurprisesinthisplayjustaslifeisfullofsurprises.

Generalquestion12

Selflessnessshouldhavelimits.Towhatextentdoyouagreewiththeassertion?Draw

yoursupportingevidencefrom theplayADoll’sHouse

Some individuals do actions thatknow no boundaries forpeople thattheylove.
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However,in the play A Doll’s House,unchecked selflessness has caused great

tribulationstosuchpeoplenomattertheirinitialgoodintentions.

Noraisanexcessivelyselflesscharacter.Herdedicationtoherhusbandisunequalled.

Whenherhusbandgetssickduetooverworking,sheborrowstwofiftypoundsfrom

KrogstadtofundhistriptoItalyforhishealing.Thisisdespitethefactthatshecould

haveeasilyborrowedfrom herfatherthemoney.Shekeepsthisasasecretformany

yearsforshedoesnotwanttoinjurehismanhood.Shehasevenplannedtokillherself

topreventherhusbandfrom carryingherguilt.Unfortunately,Helmercannotdosucha

thingforher,cannotsacrificehishonourfortheoneheloves.Thisisagreatandpainful

lessontoNorathatherselflessnessisherownundoing.

ChristinesacrificedherloveforKrogstadtomarryamanwhowasnotofherchoiceand

womanshedidnotleave.Sheinsteadmarriesamanwhowaswellupfinanciallysothat

shecantakecareofherbedriddenmotherandtwoyoungerbrothers.Thisisagreat

selflessnessonherpart.Sacrificingherlovelifeforanotherpersonevenifitisarelative

isnotaneasything.Thislatercomestoheavilybearonherbecausethehusbandsoon

diesandleavesherchildlessandwithnothing.Eventhemothershewassacrificingfor

diesandthebrothersgrowup.Thishasmadeheradejectedwidower.

Krogstad selflessness has costhim greatly.He confesses having committed an

indiscretion,whenheforgedaname,agreatrisktosavehiswife’slife.Thisactionhas

ruinedhismoralreputationcompletely.Helivestoregretthisforafterhisaction;every

waywasclosedforhim.Hispresenttribulationscanbeattributedtothispastactionof

hisselflessness.

Again,Christine’ssacrificeandselflessnessiswitnessedinthewayshehelpsNora,her

friendaftershefacesharassmentfrom Krogstad.Shegetsoutofhertodoallshecan

to prevent the Helmers facing an impending repercussion from the vengeful

blackmailingKrogstad.Itisagreatriskforhertotradeherpersonallifeforthesakeof

Noraherfriend.AcceptingKrogstadandbeingreadytobeassociatedwithsucha
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character,whosenameisspoiledandtaintedbeyondrepairmeansthatherreputation

mayalsoberuined.ShewillalsohavetotakecareofKrogstad’schildrenwhich

definitelywillbeagreatfinancialburdentoher.Sheseemsnottoconsiderallthese

possiblescenariosasshepursuesthegoalofsavingherfriend.

Helpingothersisavirtuethatallshouldstrivetoposses.However,oneshouldnotgo

overboardindoingsobecauseitmaybethecauseofhisorherowndestruction.

GeneralEssay28

“YoureapwhatyouSow.”ByreferringcloselytotheplayADoll’sHousebyHenrik

Ibsen,writeacompositioninsupportofthisline.

Thisessaywilldepicthow Nora chooses to be secretive and materialistic and

endsupin an unpleasantlifeasashown byIbsen inADoll’sHouse.Itwillequally

showhowHelmerchoosestobechauvinisticandmeanandthereforethisleadsintoa

lifeofseparation.

Norachoosestobesecretiveaftergettingaloanfrom Krogstad.Shestaysforalong

timewithoutinformingHelmerthemainanddirectbeneficiaryoftheloan.Asa result,

Helmercontinues tofalselythink that itis Papawho catered forthe trip tothe

south.ThesecretisfirstrevealedtoMrs.Linde,herfriendafterthings gowrong.At

thistime Krogstad mounts alotofpressureand blackmails Helmersso asto

keep his job in the bank .Atlong last,the secrecy leads to the couple’s

misunderstandingandeventualdivorce.

Krogstadpreparesforhisfate.Heishypocriticalandimmoral.Whenmakingtheloan

transactionswithNoraheisnottruthfulandsincere.HeletsNoraforgeherfather’s

signatureandpostdatesthetransaction.Laterhechoosestoexposethegreatsecretto

HelmerevenafterNorahasmanagedtoconcealthesecrettoHelmerforalongtime.

Hethreatenstospillthebeansbyprintingthestoryinthenewspaperssothathecan

tinttheimageofHelmer.Thisheinousactionsmusthavecontributedtohisuglylife

wherehehastoupbringhismanykidsallaloneafterhefelloutwithMrs.Linde.
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Helmerontheotherhandchoosestobechauvinistic.Heupholdshimselfasasuperior

beingascomparedtohiswife.Heusesalldemeaningnamesonhiswife like

“skylark” and “squirrel”.Herefusestobuyhiswife’spieceofadviceevenwhenit

makessense.When Nora comments that he is “narrow minded” he gets

infuriatedandevenabuseshiswife.ThismountspressureonNorawholaterdivorces

him.

Lastly,onlearningthatNoraborrowedKrogstadmoneysecretively,Helmerreactsina

selfish manner.Theloanwasusedonaccountofhisowndeterioratinghealthandit

was a signofhis wife’s sacrificing and intelligentnature.Insteadofbeing

understandingtohiswifeandcommentingonareasthatneedimprovementonthepart

ofthewifeandhimself,hecallshernames.Itleadstoembitteredwifewholater

decidestoleavethemarriage.

Inconclusion,itisclearthatonereapswhattheysow.Humanbeingsshould bekeen

toplantwhatisvirtuoussoastoharvestgoodresultsinlife.


